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U.S. CHARGES MANHATTAN WOMAN W TH LYI NG
TO OBTAIN 9/11 RELI EF MONEY FOR DOMNTOMNN HOUSI NG

JAMES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, announced that AZMAY SHAHZADA, 25,
a resident of Manhattan, was charged Wednesday with theft of
government noney and mail fraud in connection with a schene to
defraud the Lower Manhattan Devel opnent Corporation and the U. S
Depart ment of Housing and Urban Devel opment (HUD) of federa
grant noney nade avail able after the Septenber 11, 2001,
terrorist attacks to assist in the revitalization of Lower
Manhat t an.

A two-count crimnal Conplaint charged
t hat SHAHZADA devi sed a schene to fraudulently obtain noney from
a grant program established by the Lower Manhattan Devel opnent
Corporation to retain and attract residents to Lower Manhattan.
As the Conpl ai nt expl ains, the Lower Manhattan Devel opnent
Corporation (LMDC) was created by the State and City of New York

after the terrorist attacks to coordinate the rebuil ding and



revitalization of Lower Manhattan, defined as the area south of
Houston Street. To further this goal, the LMDC received HUD
grant noney to fund the Two- Year Commitnent-Based G ant program
whi ch provides noney to eligible individuals who make a two-year
commitment to live in one of two designated zones in Lower
Manhattan. The HUD grant noney al so funds a one-tine grant of
$1,000 to individuals who, on Septenber 11, 2001, resided in one
of three designated zones in | ower Manhattan and continued to
reside there through the date of their grant application.

According to the Conpl aint, on Septenber 24, 2002,
SHAHZADA filled out and subnmitted an application to the LMDC to
obtai n noney under the Septenber 11, 2001 Residents’ G ant and
t he Two- Year Conmi tnent-Based Grant, to which she attached a copy
of her lease for 100 John Street, Apt. 2607, which showed that it
was for the two-year period of March 1, 2002, to February 29,
2004.

It is alleged that, in this application and accordi ng
to the terns of the grant, SHAHZADA certified that she currently
lived and intended to live at 100 John Street in | ower Manhattan
for two years. The Conpl aint alleges that LMDC | ater approved
SHAZHADA' s application, which made SHAHZADA eligible to receive a
one-tinme $1, 000 Septenmber 11 Residents’ grant, and approxi mately
$250 a month in grant noney over the two-year period she prom sed

to live at 100 John Street.



Nonet hel ess, the Conplaint alleges that SHAZHADA noved
out of her apartnent at 100 John Street on or about February 28,
2003, as docunented by, anong other things, a copy of her |ease
obtai ned fromthe managi ng agent for the 100 John Street
bui | di ng, which showed that her |ease termwas through February
28, 2003, not February 29, 2004, as SHAHZADA had represented in
her LMDC application; a “wal k-through” form regarding the
condition of her apartnent, signed by SHAHZADA upon her departure
from 100 John Street, Apt. 2607, dated February 28, 2003; and a
United States Postal Service change of address request signed by
SHAHZADA, dated January 31, 2003, requesting mail forwarding as
of February 15, 2003. In the “wal k through” form and the change
of address request, SHAHZADA indicated that her new address was
30 West 63 Street, Apt. 20L, which is not in the | ower Manhattan
zones eligible for the LMDC funds.

The Conpl aint further alleges that, although SHAHZADA
vacated her residence at 100 John Street, SHAHZADA sought to
obtai n noney under the Septenber 11, 2001 Residents’ Gant and
LMDC s Two- Year Conmi tnent-Based Grant by falsely representing
that she was still residing at 100 John Street. According to
t he Conpl ai nt, SHAHZADA repeatedly stated falsely to the LMDC
that she was currently residing at 100 John Street, and sought to

receive the grant noney based upon that representation. It is



further alleged that, on June 20, 2003, SHAHZADA went to an LMDC
office in Lower Manhattan, stated falsely that she still resided
at 100 John Street, and presented docunents which purported to
show that she still lived at 100 John Street, including a
docunent whi ch appeared to have been altered. After lying about
her current address at this neeting, the Conplaint alleges that
SHAHZADA obt ai ned a check fromthe LMDC for $3, 750, which
constituted the $1,000 one-time paynent under the Septenber 11
2001 Residents’ Grant and the $250 nonthly grant paynments to
SHAZHADA from March 1, 2002 through January 2003 — the tinme that
SHAHZADA cl ai nred to have been living at 100 John Street.

| f convicted, SHAHZADA faces a maxi mum penalty of 20
years in prison for mail fraud and 10 years in prison for theft
of government property. Each charge also carries a nmaxi mumfine
of $250, 000.

M. COMEY praised the investigative efforts and
cooperation of the Lower Manhattan Devel opnment Corporation, the
O fice of the Inspector CGeneral for the U S. Departnent of
Housi ng and Urban Devel opnment, and the United States Postal
| nspection Service.

United States Assistant United States Attorney
JESSICA AL ROTH is in charge of the prosecution.

The charges in the Conplaint are nerely allegations,



and the defendant is presuned innocent unless and until proven

guilty.
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